A.MP THE CAVE OF THE NATIVITY.           34?
repeated to me here : every one seemed to think
that his being sent to the  Holy Laod was a
species of banishment, and every one exclaimed*
" When will the happy day come* in which we
may hope to return again to Europe ?sf   I asked
them why they did not quit a life which was so
full of mortification ? None among them replied*
that their sufferings were borne for religion's
sake ; but one said that he was poor and without
another calling; a second said^ that If Ms former
. friends had been alive* his last effort would have
been to escape1 from hence ; and most of them
lamented the rigorous exaction of obedience,
the Impossibility of quitting the church without
danger of excommunication.